denticulata (preoccupied by T. denticulata Linnaeus, 1766) ; the locality, "America septentrionali," was in error. T. angulata was distinguished by shell shape, shell color, and narrow anterior marginals. Because eleven plastral scutes were mentioned the presence of a single gular scute can be inferred. The provenance of this species was unknown to Schweigger, who had examined two living specimens at the Paris museum. The description of T. gigantea is quite difficult to interpret; over the years it has come to refer to the tortoise now living on the island of Aldabra. However, three very different positions have been articulated (Bour, 1982b (Bour, , 1984b Crumly, 1986; Pritchard, 1986 Spix (1824) named Testudo [= Geochelone] carbonaria, and three species now considered synonyms of G. denticulata, i. e., Testudo hercules, T. sculpta and T. cagado. Hoogmoed and Gruber (1983) discovered that, except for 4 specimens of T. sculpta in the Zoologische Sammlung des Bayerischen Staates (= ZSM) collections (ZSM 2753/0 a, b, c and 2738/0), Spix' s tortoise types had been destroyed near the end of Worid War II. Spix used color, elevated conical carapacial scutes and eroded lateral shell margins in his description of T. carbonarla. In 1827, a banner year for new tortoise taxa, four species and 2 genera were described. Richard Harian (1827) Peter Simon Pallas (1831) named Testudo ibera [= T. graeca ibera] , in the third volume of a posthumously published three volume set. The original date of publication for this third volume has been variously cited: 1814 by Wermuth (1958) , Darevsky and Mertens (1973) , and Wermuth and Mertens (1961, 1977) , and 1827 by Mertens when the printing plates, which had been lost for two decades, were found. Pallas's description is accurate, mentioning the number of scutes on the shell, the number of toes on the manus and pes, and the color and shape of the shell; however, without his figure, T. ibera could not be recognized as a subspecies of T. graeca. Perhaps the most colorful contributor to tortoise nomenclature was Constantine Samuel Rafinesque. In 1832, he began publishing The Atlantic Journal and Friend of Knowledge, which ceased publication two years later, after, among other things, making an enemy of Richard Harlan (Rafinesque, 1836:333) . In this publication, Rafinesque (1832) T. forstenii was described only in the text of a footnote. Nevertheless, the written descriptions of both species are accurate, matching well the surviving types (Hoogmoed and Crumly, 1984) . Four years later. Gray (1844) Six years passed before any more currently valid names for tortoise species were proposed. Blyth (1863) Gray (1863) "provisionally" named Kinixys spekii from an "imperfect" specimen from central Africa. The oblong shell, areolar color and lack of a carapacial hinge were used by Gray to characterize this form. Loveridge and Williams (1957) tentatively synonymized K. spekii with K. belliana; this decision was later reversed by Broadley (1982) . John G. Cooper (1863) Denburgh's (1914) classic study and exceeded even Van Denburgh in the quality illustration and in his discussion of non-shell material. Giinther (1877) thought the skulls and other post-cranial non-shell material could be identified to species. My studies of the cranial osteology of Galapagos tortoises (Crumly, 1984a) have not supported Gunther's contention. Later, Giinther (1882) 
1900-1950
At the beginning of twentieth century, Rothschild named three new species from Galapagos in five short notes.
In the first of these, Rothschild (1901) Schlegel and Muller, 1840. Hoogmoed and Crumly (1984) showed that Indotestudo forstenii was the senior synonym of/, travancorica (Boulenger, 1907 (1934) and Mertens and Wermuth (1955) Broadley (1982) resurrected K. natalensis on the basis of pectoral scute proportions and a divided suprapygal.
1950-Present
In his cervical vertebrae article Williams (1950a) (Crumly, 1984b (Crumly, , 1984c Obst (1978) and Bour (1979a Bour ( , 1981 Testudo morondavaensis Vuillemin (1972a) , based on an immature specimen, was rightly synonymized with Acinixys planicanda by both Bour and Obst. And Madakinixys domerguei Vuillemin (1972b) , which was distinguished by dubious vertebral characters, was synonymized with Kinixys belliana by Obst (1978) and Bour (1979a). Freiberg (1973) named two new species from southern South America, based on insufficient comparative material of Geochelone chilensis. The new species were named in honor of Dr. James A. Peters {Geochelone petersi) and Dr. Roberto Donoso-Barros {Geochelone donosobarrosi) and were distinguished by size, color, shape and thickness of the shell. G. petersi, a northern form of G. chilensis, has a smaller elongated, thick and light colored shell; whereas G. donosobarrosi, a southern form of G. chilensis, has a large and dark-colored oval, but very thin shell. Marlow and Patton (1982) uncritically accepted Freiberg's names, but also showed that the three populations were very closely related. My reasons for considering Freiberg's species as synonyms of Geochelone chilensis are discussed in elsewhere (Crumly, 1984c) . In short, Freiberg failed to note sexual dimorphism and latitudinal clinal variation within G. chilensis, which could account for the variation he noted.
The most active student of land tortoise evolution in the past few years has been Roger Bour of the Museum National d'Histoire Natureelle in Paris. His interest has been regional and limited to Madagascar and the islands of the Indian Ocean. Some of his papers have been reviews of the confusing nomenclatural history (1978, 1982b, 1984a) of Malagasian testudinids. His most significant contribution has been to the systematics of Pyxis, an endemic tortoise genus of the Malagasy Republic (1979a Republic ( , 1981 Republic ( , 1982a . In these papers, he recognized two subspecies of Pyxis arachnoides and named a third that was later considered a synonym of an eariier name (Bour 1982a) . Thus, the trivial names recommended by Bour (1981 Bour ( , 1982a (Crumly, 1984c) (see Crumly, 1986) . Still another interpretation of Schweigger's original description is presented by Pritchard (1986) ; he suggests that Schweigger actually described a specimen of Geochelone denticulata. Broadley (1982) reviewed the savannah Kinixys, some of which were subsumed into Kinixys helliana by Loveridge and Williams (1957) . Broadley reinstated two names synonymized by Loveridge and Williams: Kinixys natalensis (Hewitt, 1935) and Kinixys belliana spekii (Gray, 1863 (Crumly, 1984b (Crumly, , 1984c Rec. Indian Mus. 9(2), 1915. Notes on some Indian chelonians. Rec. Indian E. N. 1979. Indian 
